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Townsville and Ayr Districts, 

NORTH QUEENSLAND. 

INTRODUCTION. 

The Townsville and Ayr Districts, which are situated 
between longitude 146 and 148 degrees E. and latitude 19 and 20 
degrees S., and are within the Tropic of Capricorn, stand out 
prominently on account of the number of agricultural, pastoral, 




view of townsville (north queensland) 
from Eastern Breakwater. 



and industrial activities successfully pursued within their areas. 
Though the Townsville portion is devoted chiefly to commercial 
and industrial pursuits, still a fair amount of fruitgrowing, 
market gardening, dairying, and mixed farming is also carried 
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on. It is, however, the port for all the agricultural, pastoral, 
and mining areas to the north, south, and west of the city. In 
point of fact, Townsville is recognised as the capital of North 
Queensland. It is a very busy shipping centre, and the port is 
regularly visited by all the interstate vessels, besides a number 
of the large oversea liners. The areas to the north and south of 
Townsville carry on the cultivation of sugar-cane on a large 
scale. This refers particularly to the Herbert River District in 
the north-west, and the Houghton and Ayr Districts in the 
south-east. The production of sugar-cane in these districts, year 
in and year out, is of such a character as to necessitate the 
existence of no less than five raw sugar mills. The yields of 
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sugar-cane per acre are, usually, very heavy; so much so, indeed, 
that the average returns are among the best in the State of 
Queensland. A visit to the sugar-cane farms will provide 
abundant evidence that the owners thereof have made a success 
of their operations. The rainfall in the Herbert River District is 
sufficient, as a rule, for agricultural purposes; but in the Ayr 
District it is necessary to raise crops by means of irrigation. 
Beyond that it is a more or less expensive operation, no difficulty 
is experienced in obtaining an abundant supply of water from 
shallow depths for irrigation purposes. To the west of 
Townsville the country is mostly used for pastoral and mineralo- 
gical purposes. Quite a number of the largest sheep and cattle 
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stations and mineral fields in Queensland are included in the 
areas to the west of Townsville. It is this remarkably productive 
back country which is responsible for the foremost position that 
Townsville occupies to-day in the commercial world of not only 
Queensland but the Commonwealth of Australia. Charters 
Towers and Ravenswood were, until recent years, famous gold- 
producing fields, and Townsville derived material benelit while 
the boom lasted. The Cloncurry copper fields are also a large 
contributing factor to the advancement of Townsville. A good 
deal of minerals in the shape of gold, copper, silver, lead, tin, 
cobalt, mica, &c, are won in and around the Townsville and Ayr 
Districts, and are forwarded to the port of Townsville for 




Panoramic View of Townsville. North Queensland. 

shipment to the Southern markets. The sheep and wool and beef 
cattle industries are also great contributing factors to the 
commercial development of Townsville. The thousands of bales 
of scoured and greasy wool which are shipped annually from the 
port supply conclusive proof in this respect. Then again, there 
is the beef cattle industry, which is so important as to warrant 
the establishment of two of the largest meatworks in Queensland 
within the Townsville area. Speaking generally, the initiative 
and enterprise of the Townsville people is commendable, and it 
would be well for Queensland, as a whole, if other cities and 
ports displayed the same amount of foresight and energy. 
The Townsville Harbour is nothing short of a triumph. The 
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creation of a harbour suitable for the accommodation of the 
largest oversea liners visiting Australian ports involved 
enormous expense, but the townspeople were not afraid to bear 
the financial burden, and they have now the satisfaction of 
knowing that the port of Townsville figures conspicuously in 
the shipping world of Australia. 

For a number of years past Townsville has been known as 
one of the most prominent growers of tropical fruits in Queens- 
land. The many orchards in and around the city produce some 
line varieties of mangoes, granadillas, pineapples, sour and 




Bowling Green on Strand, Townsvili.k. North Qckkxsl/.xd. 

sweet sop, jack fruit, &c. ; strawberries and citrus fruits also 
yield prolifieally. All of the fruits produced are of excellent 
quality, and find a ready market locally and in the Southern 
markets. Tomatoes and all kinds of vegetables are grown 
successfully by a number of market gardeners. 

Up to the present dairying is only carried on on a small 
scale- -just sufficient to supply local requirements in the way of 
fresh milk. In the Houghton, Ayr, and Herbert River Districts 
there are possibilities for advancement in the dairying industry. 
With the improvement of the dairy strains of cattle, and the 
cultivation of artificial grasses by means of irrigation, the 
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establishment of butter factories is certain to follow in due 
course. In point of fact, it is proposed to establish a butter 
factory in Townsville at an early date. 

The average rainfall in Townsville is 48*06 inches; in Ayr it 
is 43-,0 inches; and in the Herbert River District it is 80*22 
inches. The mean temperature during the summer months is 
frcm 80-1 degrees to 81*7 degrees F., but generally in the 
afternoon and at night there is a refreshing breeze from the sea. 
The climate during the winter months is ideal, and visitors from 
the Southern States simply revel in the warm, bright, sunny 
days which usually prevail. The mean winter temperature is 
from 66*2 degrees to 67'0 degrees F. The climate at all periods 
of the year is decidedly healthy — a fact that is emphatically 
demonstrated by official records in regard to the birth and death 
rates. In point of fact, the birth and death rates stand compari- 
son with those in the more temperate regions of the Common- 
wealth. The men, women, and children in North Queensland 
generally are just as virile as those to be found in the cooler 
regions of the world, and quite a number of adults live beyond the 
allotted span of life; in fact, several instances can be cited of 
men and women still hale and hearty at 80 and 90 years of age. 
The consensus of opinion at a recent Science Congress in Sydney 
was to the effect that North Queensland climatic conditions were 
decidedly healthy, and " suitable for the successful implantation 
of a working white race." 

The port of Townsville is well fed with railway lines. In 
the south the Great North Coast Line brings it into direct com- 
munication with Brisbane (the metropolis of Queensland) and 
the other capitals of the Commonwealth, and in the north with 
Lilypond (just beyond Ingham, in the Herbert River District). 
In a south-westerly direction the Great Northern Line connects 
with Ravenswood, Hughenden, Winton, Cloncurry, Dajarra, 
Selwyn, Ballara, and Mount Cuthbert. The Government also 
propose to link up the last-named line with the Barkly Table- 
land country, one of the finest pastoral areas in Queensland. 

The Townsville and Ayr Districts, particularly the Towns- 
ville area, offers many attractions to tourists and sportsmen. 
There are many picturesque spots in and around Townsville, and 
a trip to Magnetic Island by motor launch is a very delightful 
way of spending a quiet holiday amidst charming surroundings. 
The seven miles trip across Cleveland Bay to Magnetic Island 
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can be accomplished in a few hours — that is, if the tourist is 
pressed for time. Special trips can also be arranged for to 
several of the other isiands in the bay, and also to the charming 
Palm Islands. On the last-named islands comfortable accommo- 
dation can be obtained on the most reasonable terms. The 
many sights of interest in and around Townsville can be reached 
by either motor-bus cr motor-car at a moderate cost. As a 
health resort Mount Speck (in the Horvey Range), with an 
elevation of 2,G40 feet above sea-level, cannot be excelled in 




Junction of Saltwater and Battery Creeks, Mount Speck, 
Townsville District, North Queensland. 

any part of the Commonwealth of Australia. It is about forty 
miles by road from Townsville, and among its many attractions 
are beautiful tropical foliage, wild and rugged rock formations, 
cool running streams and waterfalls, &c. The tourist with 
plenty of time at his disposal can visit the sugar-cane growing 
areas at Giru and Ayr and Ingham (Herbert River District). 
There are also many beauty spots in the two districts referred 
to, at any of which the tourist could spend a pleasant time. 
Furthermore, fish of all kinds are not difficult to catch in the 
sea and the various streams throughout the Townsville and Ayr 
Districts; and plenty of feathered game are generally to be 
found in different parts of the Districts referred to, particularly 
at Cromarty, on the Townsville-Ayr Line. 
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Mount Speck, Townsville District, North Queensland. 

1. Junction of Saltwateb and Battery Creeks. 

2. Near Source op Saltwater Creek. 

3. Saltwateb Creek Palls and Swimming Pool. 
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Townsville has been aptly designated " The Queen City of 
North Queensland." It is also the capital of the Northern 
Division of the State, and is situated on the western shore of 
Cleveland Bay, and is also on the banks of Ross Creek. The city 
is 832 miles from Brisbane, with which it is connected by means 
of the Great North Coast Line. It has one of the best harbours 
on the Queensland coast, and. as a natural sequence, it is a very 




Flixdhrs Street. Townsville. North Queensland. 



busy shipping centre for interstate and oversea vessels. The 
construction of two massive stone breakwaters, with reinforced 
concrete roadway and wharves on either side, and the deepening 
of the channel from the entrance of the bay to the berthing- 
places of the vessels, involved the expenditure of a considerable 
sum of money. That the work has been well carried out is 
exemplified by the fact that the largest oversea liners visiting 
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Australia can berth with the utmost safety at the wharves in the 
outer harbour. The jetties or piers jut out from the mainland 
for some distance towards the entrance of Cleveland Bay. So 
far only the eastern breakwater is provided with wharfage 
accommodation for visiting vessels. This breakwater is nearly 
a mile in length, with a width of over 100 feet. Several lines of 
rails have been laid on to the main jetty to its head from the 
railway station in the city, thus enabling the speedy handling of 




Railway Station, Towxsvii.i.h, North Queensland. 



cargo at the ship's side. Adequate shed accommodation has also 
been provided on the wharves. The Harbour Board has its own 
water supply, which is stored in a large overhead tank on Signal 
Hill, quite close to the jetties. All the most modern lifting 
machinery for the expeditious handling of cargo has been 
installed on the wharves. Coal wharves for the special purpose 
of handling all coal consigned from the Bowen River Coalfields 
for export have been constructed at the outer end of the eastern 
breakwater, and these have been connected with the main 
railway system by several lines of rails. A wool-dumping plant 
has also been installed close handy to the main jetty for the 
handling of the wool consigned from the Western areas for 
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shipment to the Southern markets. The local Harbour Board 
possesses two dredges for keeping the channel in good order for 
shipping. The channel is sufficiently wide and deep enough to 
enable large vessels to swing round with perfect safety. The 
berths at the wharves are dredged to a depth of 30 feet at low 
water spring tides, with a width of 125 feet. The inner harbour., 
which is at the entrance to Ross Creek, is also a substantial 
reinforced concrete construction, and the sheds thereon provide 
ample accommodation for the storage of cargo. The wharves in 
this harbour are used by the small coastal vessels trading 
between Townsville and Cairns chiefly. 

Greater Townsville, as it is known from a municipal point 
of view, has an area of 55 square miles, and a population of 
23,700. In addition to a City Council, it has also a Shire Council, 
which controls an area of 1,536 square miles, and has a 
population of 2,509. The streets are wide and well made, several 
of them being asphalted and of great length. The main street — 
Flinders — is to be concreted. A very pretty effect has been 
brought about at the upper end of the main street by the making 
of a number of garden plots in the centre of the thoroughfare. 
Portion of the foreshore in the principal section of the city has 
been converted into a park, in which there is a garden planted 
with a profusion of tropical and subtropical foliage and flowers. 
There are also several handsome memorials to the local soldiers 
who fought in the late European war and to public citizens. 
Band recitals are held at regular intervals in the rotunda. One 
of the finest open-air baths in the Commonwealth has been 
constructed on the sea-front by the City Council; needless to say, 
it is much availed of by the townspeople. Further along the 
Strand there is also another large open-air pubic baths. 

Viewed from Cleveland Bay, Townsville presents a very 
attractive appearance, with its many coigns of vantage standing 
out boldly. Conspicuous among these are the Hervey and 
Leichhardt Ranges in the background. Scattered about in 
different places, many of which are close to the city, are: Mount 
Elliott (4,060 feet above sea-level), Saddle Mountain (2,847 feet), 
Mount Speck (2,640 feet), Mount Stuart (1,921 feet), Mount 
Margaret (1,028 feet), Frederick Peaks, Castle Hill (936 feet), 
Mount Marlow, Kissing Point (fortress), Stanton, Melton, and 
Signal Hills. The area included in the Townsville Division is 
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watered by the Ross, lleid, Black, Alice, and Bohle Rivers, both 
branches of the Star River, and Alligator and Keelbottom Creeks. 
In the Bay the most noticeable features on the bosom of the 
water are: Magnetic, Bay Rock Lighthouse, Magazine, Rattle- 
snake, Acheron, Herald, and the Palm Islands. 

The Queensland Meat Export Company's Meatworks on Ross 
River have a capacity for treating 600 head of cattle and 2,0,00 
sheep daily. In 1913, the works put through 88,800 cattle and 
152,500 sheep for the season. In 1923, 27,000 cattle and 50,0.00 
sheep were killed. The bulk of the meats are frozen, and 
exported to the United Kingdom. From 10 to 15 per cent, of the 




Q.M.E. Company's Meatworks, Ross River, 
Townsyii.lk, North Queensland. 



beef and mutton is canned, and exported abroad. A large 
quantity of the by-products are also exported. The Australian 
Meat Export Company's Works on Alligator Creek are in a 
position to treat 600 head of cattle and 2 S ,000 sheep daily. In 
1916, the works killed 56,102 cattle and 16,642 sheep. In 1923, 
37,535 cattle were slaughtered. The annual output is exported 
oversea principally. 

Other industrial concerns include large joinery and cabinet- 
making works, fertiliser works, soap and candle works, and 
several sawmills. It is proposed to establish a butter factory at 
an early date. 
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The most outstanding buildings in the city include: The 
Customs House, Technical College, Hospital, Court House, Police 
Station, Commonwealth Bank, Post Office, Grammar School, 
Railway Station, Anglican Cathedral, Municipal Market Buildings, 
Roman Catholic Churches, Ambulance Brigade, Methodist and 
Presbyterian Churches, Electric Light Power House, School of 
Arts, Christian Brothers' and Roman Catholic and Anglican High 
Schools, Australian Institute of Tropical Diseases, Lands Office, 
Supreme Court, and many State and denominational schools. 
The wants and interests of the citizens are well catered for by 




General Hospital., Townsvillk. North Qri;i:\si, w i». 



the numerous business houses, banks, hotels, newspapers (two 
daily and two weekly), garages, orchestral and musical societies, 
places of amusement, lodges, social clubs and associations, trade 
unions, pastoral and agricultural associations, &c. The two 
meatworks, two foundries, Government railway workshops, 
several factories and works provide employment for a large 
number of hands. In different portions of the city there are 
three playgrounds for children, Botanic Gardens (containing a 
wealth of tropical and subtropical foliage and blooms), Cameron 
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Views ox Magnetic Island. Townsvtlle, North Queensland. 
1. and 2. Mandalay (Nellie Bay). 
3. Motor Launch at Nellie Bay Jetty. 
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and Victoria Parks, sports grounds, show grounds, Cluden and 
Cleveland racecourses, two bowling-greens, golf links, and 
numerous public and private tennis courts. All forms of sport 
are supported by the townspeople, including cricket, football, 
tennis, golf, swimming, shooting, bowls, sailing, rowing, racing, 
and fishing. Cromarty (on the Ayr Railway Line) is one of the 
popular shooting spots for feathered game; while in the sea, 
alongside the islands, and in the different streams there is an 
abundance of tish of different varieties. 

Townsville is lighted by electricity. At present the water 
supply is obtained from a number of wells, supplemented by a 
weir on Ross River. The City Council has one of the best 
equipped waterworks and electric lighting installations in 
Queensland. It is proposed to augment the existing water supply 
by impounding the water that comes through Patterson's Gorge, 
in the Hervey Range, from the Black River. 

Among the places worth visiting in a run round the city by 
motor-car or motor-bus are: The Strand, Belgian Gardens, Hyde 
Park, Hermit Park, Acacia Vale, Aitkenvale, and the different 
orchards. Cape Pallarenda, a charming seaside picnic resort, is 
quite handy to the city, and can be reached by motor-car. The 
chief place of interest to tourists is Magnetic Island. This 
delightful spot, is less than seven miles distant by motor launch 
from the mainland. Full details of its many attractive features 
are published elsewhere in this book. Incidentally, it may be 
mentioned, for the benelit of visitors to Townsville, that a 
regular motor ferry service is run between the wharves in the 
outer harbour and the city. By this means they are enabled to 
reach the heart of the city in less than fifteen minutes at a 
trifling cost. 

At Quealban, a short distance from the city, the Government 
Stock Experiment Station is located for the treatment of diseases 
in stock. A small area is planted with different kinds of fodder 
crops. 

The port of Townsville is well served with railway lines. 
In the south it is connected by means of the Great North Coast 
Line with Ayr, Bowen, Mackay, and all ports and cities to and 
beyond Brisbane (the capital of Queensland), the total distance 
to the metropolis being 832 miles; in the north it has, so far, 
communication with Ingham and Lilypond (72 miles); and in 
the south-west the Great Northern Line brings it in touch with 
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Ravenswood (54 miles), Charters Towers (S3 miles), Hughenden 
(236 miles), Winton (36S miles), Cloncurry (481 miles), Dajarra 
(582 miles), Selwyn (552 miles), Ballara (544 miles), and Mount 
Cuthbert (550 miles). It is proposed to link up the Great 
Northern Line with the Barkly Tableland, one of the finest 
pastoral areas in the State. When the Great North Coast Line is 
completed, Townsville will have direct communication with 
Cairr.s in the North, as well as Brisbane in the South. 




Customs House, Townsville, North Queensland. 



There are two expeditious ways in which to reach Towns- 
ville — by rail and by steamer. The single fares by train are: 
First-class, £4 19s.; second-class, £2 19s. Three trains run each 
way between Brisbane and Townsville weekly — from Brisbane on 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, at 2.45 p.m., and from Towns- 
ville on Monday and Wednesday, at 10 p.m., and Friday, at 6 ,0 
p.m. The journey by train takes under forty hours to accom- 
plish. The steamer fares from the Southern capitals are: — 
From Melbourne (saloon, single), £16 5s.; (second-class, single), 
£9 15s. From Sydney (saloon, single), £12; (second-class, 
single), £7. From Brisbane (saloon, single), £7 10s.; (second- 
class, single), £4 5s. 

The importance of Townsville as a shipping centre is 
emphasised by the following official figures in regard to its trade 
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and commerce during the past year: — In 1923, 764 oversea, inter- 
state, and coastal vessels, with an aggregate tonnage of 1,194,913, 
entered the port; and 764 vessels (aggregate tonnage 1,199,027) 
took their departure. For the year ended 30th June, 1923, the 
oversea imports were valued at £634,355, and the value of the 
oversea exports was £1,202,142, or a grand total of £1,836,497. 
The principal items of export were: Sugar, 26,981 tons; wool, 
23,314 tons; frozen and canned meats, 21,836 tons; tallow, 3,780 
tons; hides and skins, 4,439 tons; coal, 4,431 tons; ore, 2,741 
tons; agricultural produce, 1,220 tons; gold and specie, £14.465; 
sheep, 12,839; horses, 623. 




Plant Sugar-can e Irrigated only once ox H. Faloon's Farm. 
Acacia Vale, Townsvilll, North Queensland. 

There is a good deal of agricultural country outside Towns- 
ville, particularly along the line towards Ingham. 

Principal agricultural production of the Townsville District 
in 1922: Sugar-cane, 17,570 tons; tobacco leaf, 6,776 lb.; maize, 
240 bushels; English potatoes, 256 tons; pumpkins and melons, 
133 tons; cotton, 488 lb.; bananas, 7,974 bunches; pineapples, 
9,491 dozens; oranges, 315 bushels; mangoes, 2,732 bushels. The 
area under cultivation was 2,428 acres, and under crops 1,807 
acres. During the same period there were 9,290 horses, 29,820 
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cattle, 613 sheep, and 701 swine in the district. Conspicuous 
among the agriculturists in the district are: T. A. Gulliver 
(nurseryman and orehardist), Gardiner (market gardener). G. S. 
Johnson (dairying and mixed farming), and H. Faloon (mixed 
farming). The area under irrigation by the thirty-five agricul- 
turists following this scientific method of raising crops is 361 
acres. 

MAGNETIC ISLAM). 

Nestling on the bosom of Cleveland Bay is Magnetic Island, 
one of the most delightful surf-bathing and picnic resorts on the 
coast of the Commonwealth of Australia. The island, which has 
an area of nineteen square miles, lies five miles away from 
Townsville in a north-easterly direction. For the most part it 
is elevated, the highest point being 1,700 feet above sea-level. 
It is more or less heavily timbered with eucalypts and pines, 
and the fantastic formation of the hills and peaks, and presence 
of numerous quaintly shaped granitic boulders in the fore- 
ground, give it a wild, weird, and rugged appearance. Magnetic 
Island was discovered by Captain Cook in 1770, and given its 
present name because of a peculiar deflection which was noticed 
in the compass on approaching it by sea. The granitic boulders 
assume all kinds of shapes — huge monoliths, cones, columns, 
besides being oval, round, arched, and solid square and oblong 
blocks of huge dimensions. Many of these strange geological 
formations look grim and awe-inspiring as they frown down on 
the world below from their elevated platforms. To the student 
of geology these remarkably shaped masses of granite are full 
of interest, and the ordinary layman gazes upon the work of 
Providence with wonder. 

' This is thy work, almighty Providence! 
Whose power, beyond the stretch of human thought, 
Revolves the orbs of empire ; bids them sink 
Deep in the dead'ning night of thy displeasure, 
Or rise majestic o'er a wondering world." 

The character of the country on the island is very much like 
that in the Stanthorpe District. The decomposition of the 
granite forms the basis of an alluvial soil of great agricultural 
value. That this is so is exemplified by the different kinds of 
crops grown on the island. Tropical and sub-tropical fruits 
thrive well, and yield prolific-ally, particularly pineapples, 
mangoes, papaws, cocoanuts, custard apples, citrus fruits, &c 
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The soil is also suitable for the cultivation of different kinds of 
fodder crops and vegetables. Several of the residents on 
Magnetic Island are profitably engaged in mixed farming, fruit- 
growing, and dairying. Reverting back to the existence of 
granUe in such immense quantities, it may be stated, incidentally, 
that the builders and contractors in Townsville use a great deal 
as the foundation for stone buildings. On different parts of the 
island there are several gorges and caves. A good deal of 
tropical llora is to be found — chiefly palms and orchids — and in 
the forest the bird life gladdens the scene with their chirping and 
twittering. 




Spray Systkm of Irrigation on H. Faloox's Farm. Acacia Vale, 
Towxsvi i.lk, North Qci:kxslaxi>. 



It is as a surf-bathing and picnic resort that Magnetic Island 
stands out prominently. It is one of the ideal spots, where the 
citizen of Townsville or the resident in the western areas can 
visit periodically and derive material benefit therefrom. The 
invigorating climate, aided and abetted by surf-bathing and 
idyllic surroundings, has a very rejuvenating influence on 
individuals worn out by strenuous mental and manual labour. 
On Magnetic Island he or she is in a new atmosphere — 

" Far from the madding crowd's ignoble strife*' — 

w here brain fag is quickly dispelled, and highly-strung nerves 
are soothed. 



24 



TOWXSVILLE AND AYR DISTRICTS. 



On the foreshores of the island adjacent to the city of 
Townsville there are quite a number of splendid beaches, pretty 
coves and bays, and other points of picturesque interest. To the 
visitor from the South, who only spends a day on the island, or 
the resident of North Queensland, who spends a week or more 
thereon, Magnetic Island holds out a great many alluring 
attractions. The place is full of interest to the geologist, flori- 
culturist, agriculturist, ornithologist, naturalist, conchologist, 
photographer, and the votary cf the piscatorial art. The pano- 
ramic view the visitor gets from a coign of advantage of the sea, 




Municipal Baths, Tow.nsvii.lk, North Qi kknsi.ami. 



the cloud-flecked vault of heaven, the hills and mountains, the 
islands in the distance, and the city of Townsville on the 
western mainland is entrancing in its beauty. Gazing out over 
the surrounding opalescent wator, with the sun sparkling 
thereon and giving it a gem-studded appearance, one is almost 
intoxicated with the supreme grandeur of the scene, and is 
prone to rhapsodise on the scene in a somewhat similar strain 
as the poet — 

" The sea ! the sea ! the open sea ! 
The blue, the fresh, the ever free ! 
Without a mark, without a bound ; 
It runneth the earth's wide region round ; 
It plays with the clouds; it mocks the skies; 
Or like a cradled creature lies," 
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Picnic Bay, distant five miles by water from Townsville, is 
the first place of call on the island. It is the oldest place of 
settlement. Here there is a well-kept hotel and boarding-house, 
besides refreshment-room and a dancing pavilion. Furnished 
huts are available for letting at a reasonable rental, and at the 
local store supplies of all kinds can be purchased at city prices. 
A local State school enables the children of visitors and residents 
to pursue their education without any interruption during their 
sojourn on the island. There is a very fine long stretch of sandy 
beach at Picnic Bay. Surf-bathing can be indulged in with the 




A.M.E. Company's Meatworks, Alligator Creek, Towns villi:, 

North Queensland. 

greatest pleasure and comfort, and without any risk whatever. 
This watering-place is visited by large numbers of visitors when 
the interstate boats arrive in Townsville and by the citizens of 
Townsville and the western areas at week-end and during the 
holiday season. Along the beach there are many places of 
interest to tourists and others. Conspicuous among these are 
Nobby Point (a cluster of granitic boulders of unique formation, 
on which there is a large number of pine trees), Hawkins Point 
(another pino-clad geological curiosity), and the Lovers' Walk 
and the Two Sentinels (huge granitic boulders) on the way to 
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Views of Nellie Bay, Magnetic Island, Townsville, North 

Queensland. 
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Nellie Bay. At Nobby Point dressing-sheds are provided for 
the use of bathers. It may be mentioned at this juncture that all 
the bays and points of interest on the island can be reached by 
walking, as well as by motor boats. There is a jetty at all the 
landing-places, several of which are of great length, those at 
Picnic and Nellie Bay and Arcadia being particularly noticeable 
in this respect. 

The next point of interest on the island is Nellie Bay. In 
consequence of the amount of cultivation carried on in this 
locality, it is generally known as the garden of the island. 




Mr. Paskixs' Pineapple Farm, Nellie Bay, Magnetic Island, 

North Queensland. 

There are a number of orchards and vegetable gardens. 
J. Paskins and R. Kimmon are growing pineapples, papaws, 
mangoes, granadillas, soursops, custard apples, besides vege- 
tables of different kinds. J. D. O'Leary has also a small plot 
undor cultivation. Nellie Bay is a mile distant from Picnic Bay. 
The foreshore is known by the name of Mandalay, and a very 
charming spot it is, with its rustic bridges, avenues of cocoanut 
trees, and quaint refreshment-rooms, dancing and concert 
pavilion, kiosk, and cottages of Dutch design. A refreshingly 
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cool and pleasing aspect is added to the buildings by reason of 
the fact that the roofs arc of thatch. There are many interesting 
spots to visit in the locality, and an expansive sandy beach pro- 
vides ample facilities for surf-bathing. Alongside the jetty, near 
the entrance to the bay, there is another refreshment-room, 
which is known as " Our Island Home." Here, too, there are, as 



f 




Tea-trek Lagoon, Ayr. North Queensland. 

at Mandalay, a number of cottages available for letting at 
moderate rentals. On the way to Arcadia, Rocky Bay is passed. 
Its rugged beauty calls for more than passing comment. 

Geoffrey Bay, a mile distant, is next visited. The foreshore 
is called Arcadia, and it is well worthy of its name. It is, 
perhaps, the most charming spot on the island, and it is becoming 
a very popular resort for week-end excursionists and others 
who desire to make a longer stay. To tourists it has many 
attractions to offer. The jetty, at which excursionists dis- 
embark and embark, is a very lengthy structure. On arrival at 
Arcadia the visitor crosses several artistically constructed rustic 
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bridges, and then walks through an avenue of cocoanut trees to 
the commodious refreshment-rooms, which are thatched with 
straw. The accommodation huts, of which there are a number 
available lor renting on reasonable terms, are also thatched. 
The area around the buildings has been planted with cocoanuts, 
mangoes, and tamarinds, all of which give a very pleasing- 
verdant and cool look to the place. Though Geoffrey Bay is 
suitable for bathing, the local residents prefer Alma Bay, which 
is only a short distance away, for this purpose. A bathing-shed 




Mr. Paskixs' Farm, Nellie Bay, Magnetic Island, North Queensland. 

has been erected here, and the sandy beach, though small, is 
admirably suited for safe surf-bathing. Close handy to this bay 
is a pretty little spot called Whitlield Cove. A number of 
TownsviUe citizens have had seaside residences erected in the 
localities referred to. 

The foregoing bays are the most popular seaside resorts on 
the island, but the time is not far off when the claims of the 
many other pretty bays will become more widely known, and, 
as a consequence, large numbers of excursionists and tourists 
will journey thither to bathe in the surf there and also admire 
the natural beauties on the shores. Conspicuous among these 




Views of Arcadia. Magnetic Island, Townsvii.lk, North Queensland. 
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are: — Arthur Bay (one and a-half miles away from Alma Bay), 
Florence Bay (two miles away), Radical Bay and Baldwin Bay 
(five miles away), Horseshoe Bay (six miles away on the eastern 
side of the island), and Cockle Bay (on the western side). The 
two last-named bays call for more than passing mention. Horse- 
shoe Bay, which is well sheltered from the fury of the elements, 
has over two miles of sandy beach, and is likely to become a 
favourite bathing resort before very long. It is thirteen miles 
distant by water from Townsville, and is not at present included 
in the regular timetable of the motor launches which visit other 
parts of the island. As the name implies, the bay is in the shape 
of a horseshoe, with huge masses of granitic boulders at either 
end. Out in the open ocean — or, to be correct, in Cleveland Bay — 
there is a cluster of granitic rocks of fantastic formation. These 
are called the White Lady Rocks on account of their white 
appearance. On the foreshore a good deal of the land is suitable 
for agricultural purposes. In point of fact, several returned 
soldiers are raising crops of pineapples, papaws, mangoes, and 
citrus fruits. Some years ago the breeding of sheep was engaged 
in on this portion of the island. Cockle Bay is six miles distant 
from Townsville. and is a very charming seaside resort. Like 
Horseshoe Bay, its charms have not been fully recognised yet, 
but its day is coming. Along the foreshore there is an avenue of 
cocoanut trees, which give a verdant setting to its rugged back- 
ground attractions. It is only a small bay, but it is exceedingly 
pretty, and as a bathing resort it cannot be excelled. 

Incidentally, it may be mentioned that there are several 
derelict steamers stranded on the beach, having been towed 
there from Townsville Harbour. One of these wrecks, at least, 
has a history. It was once a German sailing boat called the 
Aloltke, and was wrecked on the Great Barrier Reef after having, 
it is reported, circumnavigated the world on fourteen occasions. 

Motor launches, with accommodation for from 100 to 125 
passengers respectively, leave the town wharves daily for 
Magnetic Island. There are two lirms running the services. One 
of these has made arrangements for the building of a new motor 
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launch to accommodate 250 passengers. The following time- 
table is generally observed in connection with the departure of 
the launches from Townsville to Magnetic Island: — Sunday and 
holidays— 9.30 and 10.30 a.m., 2.30 and 7.30 p.m.; Monday— 
6.30 a.m. and 2.30 p.m.; Tuesday— 10.30 a.m.; Wednesday, Thurs- 
day, and Friday— 2.30 p.m.; Saturday— 2.30 and 8 p.m. The 
launch, leaving Townsville at 2.30 p.m., gives passengers an 
hour at Arcadia, and returns to the city at 5.5.0 p.m. The round 
trip takes three hours to accomplish, and allows passengers an 
hour ashore for refreshments, the launch returning to the city at 
5.45 p.m. The landing-places of the different motor-launch 
proprietors are botli in Flinders street, Townsville — one near 
Messrs. Burns, Philp, and Co.'s warehouse, and the other near 




W. Pavahd's Waterview Farm, Ayr. North Qchknsi.axd. 

the Post Office. The week-day return fares to the principal 
places on the island are as follows; — To Picnic Bay, 2s. 6d.; 
to Nellie Bay (Mandalay), 3s.; and Geoffrey Bay (Arcadia), 3s. 
On Sunday the return fares are; — To Picnic Bay, Is. 6d.; to 
Nellie Bay (Mandalay), 2s. 6d.; Geoffrey Bay (Arcadia), 2s. 6d. 
Children are charged half fares in both cases. A regular motor- 
ferry service from the wharves at the eastern breakwater 
enables visitors by interstate steamers to arrive in the city in 
time to catch the motor launches before they leave for Magnetic 
Island, at a cost of 6d. each way. The hotel and boarding-houses 
on the island provide comfortable board and accommodation at 
from 10s. 6d. to 12s. 6d. per day, or from £2 to £3 per week. 



The Ayr District. 

The important agricultural town of Ayr is situated on the 
north bank of the Burdekin River. It is 50 miles south-east by 
rail from Townsville, and 782 miles north by rail from Brisbane. 
For many years past the Ayr District has been regarded as one 
of the most productive sugar-cane growing areas in Queensland. 
Ordinarily, heavy crops of sugar-cane of high density are 
harvested annually, and the three raw sugar mills in the district 




Irrigation Drain on R. Gray's Sugar-cane Farm, Airdmillan, Ayr, 

North Queensland. 

are often taxed to their fullest capacity to crush the sugar-cane. 
Ayr is a very busy and progressive town. It is well supplied 
with public buildings, financial and scholastic institutions, 
theatres, stores, hotels and accommodation houses, churches, 
lodges, agricultural and horticultural associations, canegrowers' 
associations, foundry, garages, musical societies, showgrounds, 
racecourse, recreation grounds, cricket, football, tennis, racing, 
and cycling clubs. Many of the public buildings and business 
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places are of a commodious character, and supply abundant 
proof of the solidity of the town and district. The affairs of the 
town and district are governed by a shire council, the area of 
the shire being 1,815 square miles, while the population is 
about 6,500. The streets in the town of Ayr are wide, and are 
lighted at night by electricity. The business places and a 
number of the private dwellings are also lighted in the same 
way. There are about thirteen State and denominational schools 
in the district. The townspeople obtain their water supply by 
means of spear-pumps, the water being lifted by windmills into 
overhead tanks, and then laid on by galvanised piping to the 
respective premises. The Ayr was one of the first districts — 
if not the first district — in Queensland to systematically adopt 
irrigation for the purpose of raising crops of sugar-cane. This 
step was rendered necessary by reason of the fact that the 
average annual rainfall is only 43 inches. The installation of 
the plants involved an expenditure of from £500 to £5,000, 
according to the capacity of the plant. Many of the sugar-cane 
growers have gone in for irrigation regardless of the cost, and 
have had concrete drains constructed to portions of their 
farms. The farmers have been well repaid for their enterprise, 
as it is very rarely that they miss harvesting a good crop of 
sugar-cane. The abundant supply of water, which is to be 
found in all portions of the district, can, as a rule, be tapped at 
shallow depths. There are several large cattle stations in the 
district, the most prominent of which are Lochinvar, Gainsford, 
Trent, and Drynie. 

Mounts Dalrymple (4,255 feet above sea-level) and Inkerman 
are the most commanding terrestrial elevations in the district. 
The Ayr area is watered by the Burdekin, Houghton, and Reid 
Rivers, and Barratta, Wangaratta, Kalamia, and Plantation 
Creeks. There are also a number of large lagoons in different 
parts of the district. In several of these lagoons there is a 
profusion of pink lotus lilies; this is particularly noticeable at 
the Kalamia and Pioneer raw r sugar mills. The lagoon at the 
last-named place is a sanctuary for waterfowl of all kinds. 

Ayr is surrounded by a number of flourishing areas, con- 
spicuous among which are: — Jarvisfield, Airdmillan, Brandon, 
Pioneer, Lochinvar, Hodel, Giru, Minehan, Macdesme, and 
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Views on Magnetic Island, Toyynsvillk, North Queensland. 

1. Cockle Bay. 

2. Motor Launch in Cleveland Bay. 

3. Horseshoe Bay Point. 
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Katoora. Brandon, Pioneer, Giru, and Minehan are thriving 
townships, and the three first-named have each a proprietary 
raw sugar mill. The district enjoys a very healthy climate — a 
fact that is made manifest by the sturdy appearance of the 
children. The mean temperature in summer is 80'2 degrees F., 
and in winter it is 66*2 degrees F. The town of Ayr is only about 
ten miles from the sea; consequently, the warm days of summer 
are generally tempered by a refreshing breeze during the after- 
noon and night. In winter the days are usually warm and 
bracing. The proximity of the beach at Cape Bowling Green 
(ten miles distant) enables the residents in the Ayr district to 




Main Street, Brandon, North Queensland. 



indulge in surf-bathing to their hearts' content at week-ends and 
on holidays. It is a very picturesque and popular resort for 
holiday-makers. Ayr is a stopping-place on the Great North 
Coast Line, and is, consequently, connected with Townsville in 
the north and Brisbane in the south. 

All of the raw sugar mills in the Ayr District are well 
equipped with machinery, and are capable of handling all the 
sugar-cane grown in their localities. The Kalamia Estates mill 
is located four miles from Ayr. In good seasons it crushes 
between 70,000 and 90,000 tons of sugar-cane, the quantity of 
raw sugar manufactured therefrom being between 9^000 and 
10,000 tons. The biggest output for any year was in 1918, w r hen 
93,000 tons of sugar-cane yielded 11,000 tons of raw sugar. The 
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next best output was in 1922, when 72,000 tons of sugar-cane 
was crushed for a return of 9,400 tons of raw sugar. In 1923, 
the output was about 6,000 tons of raw sugar, the quantity of 
sugar-cane put through the rollers being about 42,,000 tons. In 
1923, there were 101 suppliers, the most prominent of whom 
were: — A. H. Nuttall, 3,350 tons of sugar-cane; Newman Bros., 
2,000 tons; Southern Bros., 1,600 tons; Ferguson Bros., 1,200 
tons; H. B. Burstall and H. A. Wellington, 1,000 tons each. The 
Kalamia Estates Ltd. have planted 100 acres with sugar-cane for 
next season's crop. The Pioneer Company's raw sugar mill is 




Galvanised Iron Irrigation Pluming on R. Gray's Sugar-cane Farm, 
A i rd\i ill an, Ayr, NORTH Queensland. ( Flow of water, 80,000 
gallons. ) 



seven miles distant from Ayr, and its machinery is of such a 
character as to be able to meet with all the requirements of the 
sugar-cane industry. The following figures in regard to its 
operations are interesting: — 1913 — 128,000 tons of sugar-cane 
crushed; sugar manufactured, 10,137 tons; 1914 — 105,000 tons of 

sugar-cane crushed; sugar manufactured, 13,755 tons; 1918 

115,024 tons of sugar-cane crushed; sugar manufactured, 15,000 
tons; 1921 — 89,382 tons of sugar-cane crushed; sugar manu- 
factured. 13,180 tons; 1922 — 93,331 tons of sugar-cane crushed* 
sugar manufactured, 13,330 tons; 1923 — 58,369 tons of sugar-cane 
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crushed; sugar manufactured, 8,840 tons. The number of 
suppliers 10 this mill total 124, the largest of whom in 1923 
were: — Hoey Bros., 2,523 tons; Xorris and Thompson, 1,669 tons; 
L. Smith, 1,502 tons; Allison Bros., 1,497 tons; W. Payard, 1,470 
tons; V. Smelta, 1,329 tons: Drysdale Bros., 1,243 tons. The 
Pioneer Company have a large tract of country, which is cut up 
into farms, and leased on easy terms and conditions to a number 
of growers of sugar-cane. The Haughton Sugar Co.'s raw sugar 
mill is situated at Giru, twenty miles by rail from Ayr. Years 




Pioneer Raw Sugar-mill, Ayr, North Queensland. 



ago this mill was located in the Bundaberg District, and was 
known as the Invicta. The present company purchased it, and 
had it removed to its present site in time for the 1921 crushing. 
During the first year's operations 37,036 tons of sugar-cane were 
crushed for a return of 4,990 tons of raw sugar. In 1922, 
37,474 tons of sugar-cane were crushed, and the sugar manu- 
factured was 4,473 tons; 1923 — sugar-cane crushed, 10,574 tons; 
sugar manufactured, 1,372 tons. The crushing capacity of the 
mill is between 50,000 and 6,0,000 tons of sugar-cane for the 
season. In 1923 there were ill suppliers, including 47 from the 
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Ingham district. The largest suppliers for the period under 
review were: — Brandon Estates, A. Brookes and Sons, C. E. 
Deane, J. L. Humphrey, and W. M. Lyons. 

The principal agricultural production in 1922 was as 
follows:— Sugar-cane, 296,590 tons; maize, 523 bushels; rice, 37 
bushels; English potatoes, 17 tons; sweet potatoes, 22 tons; 
bananas, 8,720 bunches; pineapples, 74 dozens; oranges, 41 
bushels. There are 281 irrigation plants in the district, the 
total area irrigated being 10,662 acres. Official returns show 
that there are 10,628 horses, 33,863 cattle, and 755 swine in the 
district. 



Acknowledgment. — The writer of this book is indebted to the local 
governing bodies, Chambers of Commerce, Harbour Board, and others for 
the use of motor-cars, photographs, and other valuable assistance during 
his recent visit to the Townsville and Ayr Districts. Some of the 
statistical information used in the book has been extracted from the State 
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